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SUBJECT: STUDENT MARCH ON EMBASSY PAILS TO MATERIALIZE 
REF: ATHENS 10744 

1 . AS REPORTED REPTEL, THE ATTEMPT BY THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT UNION (EPEE) TO MARCH ON THE EMBASSY ENDED IN A RETREAT 
BY THE STUDENTS BEPORE THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO PREVENT 
THE MARCH FROM TAKING PLACE. THE RALLY ITSELP AT THE POLYTECHNION 
SUNDAY APTERNOON BROKE UP PEACEPULLY, ALTER EFEE ANNOUNCED THE 
MARCH WOULD NOT BE ATTEMPTED, ALTHOUGH SMALLISH GROUPS OP EXTREM- 
ISTS DID SUCCEED IN PROVOKING SOME VIOLENT CLASHES WITH THE 

POLICE ALTER MOST OTHERS HAD GONE HOME. 

2. COMMENT: THE GOG'S HANDLING OP THE MARCH ATTEMPT SUGGESTS THAT, 

IN THE WAKE OP THE ELECTION, IT INTENDS TO BE PIRM RATHER THAN 
PLEXIBLE IN DEALING WITH ITS OPPONENTS, INCLUDING ANDREAS 
PAPANDREOU. FROM THE BEGINNING THE GOG STATED IT WOULD NOT ALLOW 
THE MARCH TO THE EMBASSY AND, IN THE END, ITS WILL PREVAILED. 

3. PAPANDREOU WAS CAUGHT - AS HE WILL BE CAUGHT IN THE PUTURE - 
BETWEEN HIS MORE RADICAL PASOK SUPPORTERS AND HIS APPARENT DESIRE 
TO BUILD A WIDER CONSTITUENCY. PACED WITH THIS DILEMMA, 
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PAPANDREOU DID THE POLITIC THING - HE PERSONALLY TOOK NO 
PUBLIC STAND ON THE ISSUE. HE THUS LOST LITTLE WITH THE MANY WHO 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ANGERED HAD HE PERSONALLY SUPPORTED THE EPEE IN 
ITS THREAT TO DEPY THE GOVERNMENT BAN. AT THE SAME TIME, HE 
APPEASED HIS MORE MILITANT SUPPORTERS BY ALLOWING HIS PARTY TO 
ISSUE A STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OP EPEE'S BID TO MARCH. MOREOVER, 

WITH PAPANDREOU'S UNDOUBTED CONCURRENCE, EPEE PRESIDENT STEPANOS 
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TSOUMAKAS, A PASOK STATE DEPUTY-ELECT, REPORTEDLY PUSHED HARD FOR 
PROCEEDING WITH THE MARCH AND THEN CALLED IT OFF IN THE FACE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT'S FIRM STAND. AT THE SAM TIME, TSOUMAKAS DELIVERED 
AN EXTREMELY ANTI-AMERICAN, ANTI-GOVERNMENT, ANTI-NATO SPEECH AT 
THE RALLY WHICH WAS HELD BEFORE THE WOULD-BE MARCHERS BROKE UP. 

MILLS 
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